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FARMINGVILLE, NY - Brookhaven C ounc il members  Keith Romaine and Jane Bonner today announced plans  to reduce
the Town's  vehic le fleet as  part of the C omprehens ive V ehic le Reform Policy they initiated in 2008. Under this  phase
of the vehic le  plan, departmental  vehic le  use assessments  will  be  used to reallocate  cars  in the fleet, with excess
vehic les  auc tioned to the public .

Las t  week, Romaine  and Bonner announced that  Brookhaven has  reduced gasoline  consumption by  more  than 15
percent  in 2009  over the  same period las t  year, thanks  to  measures  they  initiated in the  C omprehens ive  V ehic le
Reform Policy. For the firs t quarter of 2009, gasoline powered Town vehic les  used 14,270  gallons  less  than they did
in the same period in 2008, for an es timated savings  of over $35,500.

"This  new phase  of  this  success ful  policy  will  result  in  further  ongoing  saving  for  Brookhaven  taxpayers ,"  said
C ounc ilwoman  Bonner. "By  eliminating  the  perk  of  vehic les  being  taken  home  by  town  employees  and  used  for
commuting, we have seen a subs tantial fuel savings , and a sharp reduc tion in the use of many of the cars  in our fleet.
Now, we will reass ign our vehic les  in each department based on need and use for offic ial duties , and be able to reduce
our fleet. By  doing this , we  will  save  a  subs tantial  amount  of money  on fuel, maintenance  and insurance  cos ts , in
addition to the proceeds  of auc tioning these cars ."

A s  part  of Brookhaven's  C omprehens ive  V ehic le  Reform Policy, employees  who had been ass igned a  Town-owned
vehic le  may  no  longer  use  them for  commuting  purposes . These  cars , which  had  ass igned  to  management  and
supervisory employees , must now be parked in ass igned, des ignated spots  at Town Hall  at the end of the workday.
This  reform initiative, spearheaded by  Bonner and Romaine, is  the  firs t  s ignificant  effort  to  s treamline, res truc ture
and res tric t Town vehic le use.

"This  important reform was  one of my firs t priorities  when I  took  office  las t year, and it  has  been an overwhelming
success ," said C ounc ilman Romaine, who co-sponsored the legis lation for the C omprehens ive V ehic le Reform Policy
with  C ounc ilwoman  Bonner. "O ver  the  pas t  several  months , our  vehic le  control  divis ion  has  identified  over  150
vehic les  that can be used more effic iently, reass igned, and used to replace older vehic les  in our fleet. C ounc ilwoman
Bonner  and  I  will  be  meeting  with  the  V ehic le  Use  committee  over  the  next  several  weeks  to  implement  this
important phase of this  policy."

Las t  year, before  the  new policy  was  put  in place, more  than a  half-million miles  were  driven in Brookhaven Town
vehic les  for personal -  not public  -  bus iness . Both C ounc ilwoman Bonner and C ounc ilman Romaine refused to accept
a  public ly  funded vehic le  when they  took  office  las t  year, us ing their own cars  for all  Town bus iness  without being
reimbursed for fuel or mileage.
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